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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS REAIH n"awn

DON'T SETTLE — RATHER WORK IN PROGRESS

The Medrash says (Devarim Rabba 4,4) that there is a connection between the last passuk of Parshas
Aikev MINTN NIXAN 72 78 |NNYN 1N DX 2 and the first passuk of Parshas Reaih D2'19%7 |NI1 '2IN NN,
N77p1 n212 DI'n The connection between the two parshiyos is the mitzvah of reading the daily Shema
and the mitzvah of Shabbos. Let us try to understand where these two mitzvos are hinted in these

two pessukim. Secondly, what exactly is the common message which these two passages share
together and convey to us.

We suggest the following. Shabbos is derived from the words of nixnn 22 which appears as a
contradiction. On one hand the word 71 is interpreted to mean all, yet the word nixnn refers to one
particular known mitzvah? The answer is that nixnn 72 is referring to the mitzvah of Shabbos which
Chazal tell us is equal to all the 612 remaining mitzvos (Horiyos 8). The Yerushalmi Berachos 9 learns
it out from a gezairah shava nawn DI' NN AT to MIIXA 2 NX NN |UNY as it says:

2°n57 770 YW PnIgn 95 T30 Tb'li?w ROTW DAW NIXAD I7T IR 29 .3921D ]57735 1W'li?‘7 Dawi 031° DR 707
10 5w 7onen 95 950 ﬁ’?'IPW XAw '137"[1-'('7 137 71X 79107 0°RI07 DIX) on® nyTIn JWIP DAY DRI

Shabbos is also hinted to in the second passuk of nN%7p1 n212 0Ira 021197 N2 121X AR The word XY
to see relates to the mitzvah of Shabbos upon where the Torah writes nawin D27 |na 'n 2 181 (Shmos
16,29). The simple understanding of that passuk is like it says further on that being Shabbos you will
not see manna falling from heaven like the rest of the week. Rather you will see in your possession a
double portion on Friday. The sefarim however explain the 181 of Shabbos is unique in another way.
It is the segulah of Shabbos for one to have more clarity of vision and a deeper perception on the

world which brings one to a consciousness of Hashem's presence as the Arugas Habosem writes on
this passuk

1Y 9NDAT NI DR 72301 NAWAT .39%p 17 ,IN0 1 0 IR »° 23 ,nawn v by 01n 1m0 Y2IX
naw 1572

Shabbos might also have been learned out from the superfluous word nI'n in the following passuk
DI'N DINX NINAD IR WK DIPIX N NIXA 98 IVNRWN IWN N21an NN, It already said above [nia ax nx
12720 NN 0I'n D219, Therefore one can interpret DI'n to mean the special day of Shabbos as it says
in the parsha of the Manna DI'n three times referring to Shabbos.

As for the allusion of Kerias Shmah in the words nixXnin 22 we can say as above that the three parshiyos
of Shmah contain 248 words (with either the repeat of nnx 027X 'nor with the addition of 771 7n
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[nX1 when davening privately) corresponding to the 248 positive commandments. So even though
nixn is singular it comes with the 22 to convey that the mitzvah of reading the Shma includes one's
dedication to align his 248 limbs to the service of Hashem and His mitzvos.

Likewise we can also derive Shma from the first passuk in Reaih specifically from the word 2ax which
alludes to the direct Dibbur that emanated from Hashem at Har Sinai 7'p7x 'n 121X which represented
the 248 positive mitzvos, in contrast to the Dibbur of 77 n'n' X2 which alludes to all the 365 negative
mitzvos.

In fact the 248 words of Shemah is hinted in the words 1'p2x 'n 78w yvnw. What are we supposed
to hear? The answer is the Dibbur of Hashem of 7'p7x 'n 12an which emanated directly from Hashem
on which the passuk says (Devarim 5,19) qo' 871 21Ta 71 that Hashem's direct voice never ceased.
This means that by reciting the Shma we must try to hear every day the voice of 'p2x 'n 1228 which
is the command of unw to hear exactly this 11'p7x 'n and commit ourselves to fulfill the 248 mitzvos
with all our limbs. Understandably, this is followed by Tnx 'n the end of the Shma passuk which
corresponds to the never ending voice of Hashem commanding '19 v DnINR DM%R N0t X2, Hashem
is the only deity to serve.

Now let us explain how these two mitzvos of Shabbos and Kerias Shma which are called nixnn 72
share in common the necessity of serving Hashem with the drive for excellence in fulfilling all of
Hashem's mitzvos rather than just settling to fulfill them with mediocrity. Our theme is based on two
Sefornos in the parsha. One is on the first passuk on the words n27p1naa.

1IN 71972 23 1?3 79%p IR 71972 IR U7 NP NPAY TIR P /YIMD7 TI73 MIPI MNP 172 PRI WYY PRY AKX
275y p>oonn

One is given the choice to side with either blessing or curse. There really is no middle ground for
mediocrity. One is incumbent to strive for excellence in his character development, his service to
Hashem, and benefiting the world and humanity.

Further on in passuk 30 he reiterates this fundamental.

TDIX DY IX MP%IM 1DIR DY 70 YaR proom 1DIX PV 712 DONW? XN XYW 0ON0°I0 NY°RN2 0oIdY? 15
373 Y9pn

Your entering Eretz Yisrael should not be driven by the goal of attaining j'aon to live in the land with
complacency of religious satisfactoriness.

Therefore the passuk N9 n212 D21197 [N '2ax XA tells us that all the mitzvos of Hashem must be
fulfilled with n'2'NN2Y, love, fear, kavannah, and uncompromised which takes on the form of j'aon.
The reason for this obligation is because Am Yisrael possesses a neshama which is a 2unn pIax pon.
Hashem is perfect and He in his unfathomable wisdom created a world of perfection and symmetry
in the state of beracha. It was man and his wayward desire that ruined the flawless creation which
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was Hashem's gift to Adam and brought to humanity and to earth curses. As Chazal say in Koheles
Rabba 7,18

PN ORI 793 PWYN IRTI2 10K 7V 13 1R 93 DY 1971177 1901 PWRIT QIR DR 71727 K1 AYw3
SN2 DR 29007 PpYpn XPW TNYT 1N PNKIA 727w R 70 991170

When Hashem created Man he took him for a tour in Gan Eden and said to him look at my creation
how pleasant and praiseworthy it is. Pay attention that you should not ruin and destroy my world.
When Hashem finished creation the passuk says TNn 210 nanl NWY WK 22 NN 0'P72R X' The world
was not only good and satisfactory but was incredibly excellent. The Medrash comments on the word
T8N that it shares the identical letters of DTN to let us know that Man was created perfectly. Chazal
tell us (Yevamos 61) DTN D"Np DNX that we exclusively, the Jewish Nation, are called the "Man of
creation". It is therefore that the Jewish Nation above any other, must strive not to live merely a life
of ordinariness but rather to excel to achieve perfection to the extent that is humanly possible. For
by doing so we will thereby imitate Hashem's middah of creation that of T~n 2lID.

Therefore by fulfilling all the 613 mitzvos personified in the words nixnn 22 especially by keeping
the Shabbos which is equal to all 613 mitzvos and reciting every day the Shema properly which
corresponds to the 248 positive mitzvos and 365 negative mitzvos, one reaches a shelaimus and
perfection. Therefore both Shemiras Shabbos and Kerias Shmah remind a Yid that he should not
settle for a partial satisfactory fulfillment of mitzvos but rather seek after shelaimus to excel to the
highest level possible. Every day and Shabbos reminds the Yid to upgrade his degree of fulfillment in
every mitzvah and tikkun hamidos by pushing the bar always higher increasing the quality and
devotion of the mitzvah and middos.

In order to change one's attitude from p'aon to T8N one must first recognize Hashem's nia7n
Kingdom in this world and our sole mission which is to enlist all 248 limbs and 365 sinews into the
service of Hashem. Avraham Avinu reached such a shelaimus at the Akaidah as the Bnei Yissaschar
writes that the malach called out to him Dn1ax Dn1aN repeating his name. This repetition indicated
that the Dn1ax on earth who is gematriah 248 was at that moment deeply bonded with his neshama
of 248 spiritual limbs in shamayim at its source. Two times DNNAN equals NIO7n because by
completing this last test, he achieved nn"9w n'mw nia%n. This drive for shelaimus to accept upon
oneself the complete bittul to Hashem's malchus is the opposite of paon 1271 which follows a
conduct of life where the service of Hashem is only satisfactory to be "yotzai". That is why you will
find that nia7n is the gematriah of praon117. The clearer the perception and feeling of the presence
of Hashem's malchus, the further he leaves a life of p'aon and the closer one comes to perfection.

This is what Rav Yochanan refers to when he says (Rif Berachos 8) n'nw nia7n 21v 119y 22p7 nxnn
N which suggests that there are many madraigos in saying the Shmah which is a demonstration
of one's acceptance of the Yoke of Heaven upon himself. Don't exist like a generic Jew on automatic



V1

aminnll /D
PARSHA WITH Hatey,

WWW.ZEEVHATORAH.ORG

FOR SONSORSHIP AND TO SUBSCRIBE PLEASE EMAIL ZEEVMAINOFFICE@GMAIL.COM

pilot and settle with 'aon surrendering and retiring your soul prematurely by saying | have already
reached my limit. Rather, one must continuously strive for shelaimus and perfection in his avodas
Hashem by always living his life carrying the banner WORK IN PROGRESS.

Both the recital of Shema and Shemiras Shabbos inspire one to upgrade himself towards a higher
spirituality. This is hinted in the passuk 21 77w XXIn2 NN 2V IR WY | rejoice with your mitzvos as
if | found a grand booty of war (Tehillim 119,162). The words JNInN 7V can be referring to the mitzvah
of Shabbos. This is hinted in the gematriah of JnINN v which is 761 the same as 2"nv naw or.
Likewise the gematriah of 11 99w NxIn with the three words equals naw. even though NN is
pronounced as plural it is missing a yud which allows itself to be learned as one mitzvah. However
according to this mamar we have proven that Shabbos is one mitzvah yet it equals all the mitzvos. In
this way a person is zoche to fulfill the mitzvah of Shabbos yet merit simultaneously to draw zechus
from all 613 mitzvos. These two mitzvos of Shabbos and Shmah are hinted in the word ww | rejoice,
whose acronym is ynw naw for they bring the spoils of war with them.

Likewise we can darshan 'IX ww to mean that the Dibbur of N was very happy because it
contained all the other 247 positive mitzvos.

The Panin Yafos writes that on Shabbos Chazal say that one's speech must be different from the
weekdays. In what manner should it manifest itself? He answers for example the first and last three
berachos in Shemoneh Esrai on Shaabos which are identical to the weekday, and the same Shema,
must be said with more quality on Shabbos. A hint to this interpretation is seen in the gematriah of
the first three words of each Parsha of the Shma 98" 71°i% YW including its letters equal 27y paw.

In Elul we begin to blow shofar as preparation for the shofar of Rosh Hashanah through which we
accept upon ourselves the Kingship of Hashem. As Chazal state (Rosh Hashanah 34b) nira%n nann
191wa nnal. The word 191w possesses the letters of Awa which means compromise. In business
disputes the Torah suggests to compromise. However the shofar of Ellul and Rosh Hashanah are just
the opposite of business ethics and that is to accept Hashem's kingdom by ridding ourselves from
compromises that come from our choices of 'aon. The Shofar of Rosh Hashanah finds its source in
the ram of the Akeidah (Rosh Hashana 16) which Avraham demonstrated by his accepting Hashem's
command of shecting Yitzchak which he fulfilled without any compromise and achieved the total
recognition and bonding to Hashem's malchus as we brought above.

Rav Brazil

Gut Shabbos



