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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS MATTOS MASEI T"own

REUVEIN AND GAD CHOSE AIVER HAYARDAIN INSTEAD OF E.Y.

Ta 2271 JAIRY 27 N0 20 Mapni these two Shevatim possessed an abundance of cattle and sheep. It seems
from the pessukim that they were willing to give up living in Eretz Yisrael in order to remain in the already
conquered territories of Sichon and Og because their land had much more pastures available for their
livestock's sustenance. On the surface this episode seems very difficult to comprehend. After Yetzias
Mitzrayim, which goal was YIXn 7X DdNX 'MXANI, after the miracles in the Midbar, subsequent the sin of
the Meraglim with its forty year punishment of wandering in the desert, we find that two Shevatim make a
stand and say we want to remain here and not inherit Eretz Yisrael as planned. It appears that a segment of
Yisrael still did not learn their lesson of disobeying Hashem's will. Yet surprisingly we find that Hashem went
along with their proposition if they fulfilled certain conditions set before them! We must therefore admit
that what was transpiring here is far greater and deeper than what meets the eye.

One of the Talmidim of the Ari Hakadosh ztl opens our eyes to a profundity in this complex story that should
shake our hearts with Yiras Shamayim. These two Shevatim whose origins were Reuven and Gad possessed
a blemish at the time of their birth which made them inherently not worthy of inheriting Eretz Yisrael. He
explains that when Yaakov was supposed to marry Rachel, at the wedding night Lavan switched her with
Leah making her a vT' X7w aI'T an unintended partner. At that wedding night Leah conceived Reuvein. A
similar episode occurred with the birth of Gad. When Rachel was unable to bear a child she gave to Yaakov
with his permission Bilhah her maid servant as the passuk says (Bereishis 30) 'nnow 7x X2 come to my
maidservant. Yaakov was well aware that Bilhah was to be his added wife. This is in contrast to Leah when
she gave Zilpah to Yaakov to bear more offspring he wasn't aware of the switch from Leah to Zilpah and that
night Gad was conceived nyTn X7w of Yaakov. Because of the blemishes that happened at the very
beginning of the formation of these two Tribes Reuvein and Gad, they were not allowed to inherit in Eretz
Yisrael.

Let us first expound on this interpretation in order to understand how it fits in with our pessukim which
openly state that their motive to inherit in |T7'n N2y was because of their 27 nipn? Furthermore, Rashi
(Devarim 33,21) tells us that the reason they chose this land as their dwelling was because their Rebbi Moshe
Rabbeinu was to be buried there. "|190 77Inn" Moshe Rabbeinu the ppinn will be buried in T30 12V not
in Eretz Yisrael. 190 his burial place was concealed from everyone as the passuk says INN12j7 X W'R VT K71,
How does this reason align itself with the passuk of 21 nam?

However this question we can answer of one sefer who interprets 217 napn as they had a big |7 in their
Rav and Rebbi Moshe Rabbeinu and they wanted to be in close proximity to him continuously even after his
death. We can support this explanation with a gematriah that [190 j71nn equals Ta 112% JaIx1 114, But the
first question of the initial blemishes of these two Shevatim in the time of their conception still remains
unanswered. Where is that hinted in the claim of Ta 2% |2k 2% n'n 21 nan?

We can answer that the Ari's interpretation is alluded to with an acronym and a gematriah. The term nJm

Qnis referring to the |7 acquisition that Yaakov made with Leah at the night of the wedding was 21 the
acronym of NiwN 72 without his permission. Ta 121 [aIXY 127 is gematriah 1A'TA YT X7W (with the
kollel). Even though on the surface their proposition of inheriting land in |T2'n 12V seems to be motivated
by practical and logical rationale, underneath the surface the real reason is alluded to. Rather that it was
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because these two Tribes were spiritually stained being a product from deceiving Yaakov into fathering two
children from women without his prior consent or knowledge.

With the above let us suggest a possible N Ta1d nTn why this blemish should cause a punishment
prohibiting them to dwell with the other Shevatim in Eretz Yisrael. Just as one finds a zivug marriage and
bonding between two nefashos so too we find a zivug between Am Yisrael and Eretz Yisrael. The Medrash
Tanchuma writes NINOWI D'TAY 17 I'NW 7M7Y 7wn n7N12 027 79N QWK yIRN NXT 2 T7 12N 71090 7V
D'TAYN MK INYTA AYNIE M TAY NNNKR X'OIX N D'TAY IMINSY71I NNK X'OIX [N NINSY I'TAY7 X'wn Nl
YOIXN N7 MNXIY XYW YIRD R 0"pn 712000 )0 ¢TI MInow? Tay X'WRWY 101N Y7W NINdwI v
79N AWK YIRN NINT 10K 27 707 79 ' Tay7 'R 7'NIRY 20ImM DTV 7RY 1Y D [N Y IR ARl
oY

1 'WVON NNININ

DY) IINIW 2V 21N 7RI DNIR AT 028 'NIWK YR (R DN2T) 'Naw 0 02N NIRTD YIRD nwn? n"apn 7N
1 [V INIPY DNA 11 20 D20 N VIR 2V ['2'AN DNW 12 D1INR IR 0PN nK 1 DanN ' nankn 1 (172
:]U12 YIXN 7N O'8] DNIX

The Shidduch between Am Yisrael and Eretz Yisrael is because we both share being beloved by Hashem. With
Yaakov in particular we find a Lashon used by the Torah in association with Eretz Yisrael which is not found
by any other Av, and that is the term NInn DIpna 12w he lay at the Makom Hamikdash. When Yaakov wakes
up from his dream Hashem tells him qu1171 N1INKX 7% N2V 221w AN YR, The Lashon of N1 is used to
describe intimate relations (Bereishis 30,16; ibid 34,2; ibid 35,22). The term of n2'aw used here by the Torah
when describing Yaakov's inheritance of Eretz Yisrael portrays that Yaakov and his descendants inherit Eretz
Yisrael like an intimate zivug between two nefashos.

By blemishing Yaakov's zivug, first with Leah being switched instead of Rachel and secondly Zilpah being
switched with Leah, the product of these two blemishes Reuvein and Gad were not worthy to inherit Eretz
Yisrael as their zivug which was given to Yaakov as his zivug.

Another possible interpretation can be that Eretz Yisrael is a land that showers its inhabitants with nuT.
nnani Chazal say D'oNn 78w yaRT XV'IN. The Beis Hamikdash was a place to realize 'n nyT Berachos 33

JIMIR MY 2 [N YT NFNIR MY 2 NN DY T 'R UTPNnn N N2 17K AYT 12 W'Y DTR 7D ITY7R 20
Chazal also say .78W' YIX NIIND NN 'R

Intimate relationship with one's spouse is called by the Torah nNyT as the passuk says nin NX YT DTXNI
INWK. Marital relations is not only about the bonding of the bodies but also the connection of NyT one with
another. Eretz Yisrael is the zivug of NyT between jtself and Am Yisrael. The blemish of those two Shevatim
came about because Yaakov was not privy to the knowledge that Rachel and Leah were replaced when
forming Am Yisrael. He was deceived with 1a1'Ta vy X7w which is the opposite of Eretz Yisrael which is
D'>Nn and has a shefa of Daas. By withholding information and knowledge from Yaakov they were punished
not to have the zivug of nndn yow that is exclusively present in Eretz Yisrael. NnTn Ta1d NN
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The tikkun for these blemishes was to live in a place where their Rebbi was buried but no one knew where
that place was. This was tremendous tzaar for them being unable to daven or visit their Rebbie's kever. The
anguish of not knowing where it is even though it is right in your back yard, was a tikkun for the tzaar of
deliberately deceiving Yaakov into a state of not knowing. An allusion to this tikkun is in the gematriah na'1n
190 pinnn (incl. kollel) which equals miwA X2 121t 01 - this is to correct the grave shortcoming of making
Yaakov stumble into a shidduch which he did not agree to be a part of.

It was these two Shevatim who were driven unconsciously to make a tikkun on the 't ym X7w. It is
therefore that we find that at the end, Hashem acquiesced to their requests. For only in |70 12y would
they be able to bring to tikkun olam and rectify the 1a1't y1' X7w of Yaakov Avinu.

It is awesome to be enlightened by such an explanation that makes one's heart shudder. When we see
individuals who act in our eyes with inappropriate behavior we right away judge them on their shortcomings.
One will never know the orchestration and intervention of Hashem within that person's life to bring him or
her to a tikkun in that nefesh's world of previous failures and blemishes that occurred in the past that they
forgot, or previous gilgulim. During these three weeks we must strengthen our emunah in Hashem and be
melamaid zechus wherever and whenever we possibly can. If one takes the gematriah of n'n a3 najmi
(kollel) it equals TIT |2 Nn'wn. Everyone must know that even when we fix up previous aveiros or we
experience yisurim without doing aveiros with circumstances beyond our control we thereby are bringing
Moshiach closer by Tikkun Haolam.

Rav Brazil
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