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HOW TO EXTINGUISH THE CASTLE'S BURNING FIRE

The Medrash (39,1) introduces Avraham with the following mashal
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Avraham's search for Hashem in the world is analogous to a person (Avraham) who was passing from
one place to another and came upon a sight of a palace which was in flames. He asked himself can
this be possibly true that there is no owner to the palace which can stop its burning? Immediately
after his astonishment, the owner of the palace (Hashem) peeked out from his hiding and declared |
am the Baal Habayis of this palace and | am asking from you 17 37.

Why is the world, in Avraham's journey to discover Hashem described as a burning castle and not
just a plain castle? Secondly, why was a castle chosen to be the object of his realization that proved
that the creation is not a product of happenstance but rather a designed product of a power
originating from an extra ordinary force beyond human intelligence and capability. Any phenomenon
of nature would warrant and back the same absolute conclusion that some super power outside of
the universe willed and created it all from nothing?

The Sefer Pardes answers these two questions as follows. Avraham excelled in the middah of chesed

DNANY? TON 1Y NNK |NN. He arrived and toiled to perfection this middah because when he looked
at the world he saw Hashem's chesed in every particle of creation as the passuk says (Tehillim 89,3)
N1 Ton 071V. Avraham's name is even hinted in the Hashem's act of creating the world as the passuk
say DON1ANA YIRNI DM NIT2IN n28which share the same letters as nDnanawith the middah of
Avraham which is chesed. When Avraham realized Hashem's incredible act of ~ kindness to create
such a world to benfit mankind, his deep passionate love for Hashem naturally drove him to fulfill
the commandment of 1'21T2 Na7nito emulate Hashem's middah of chesed and he taught others to
do the same 'n bwa xpII.

This is why the Chazal used the word N2 a castle to describe the world in Avraham's
perception. A castle is not merely a place to find protection from outside elements and dangers. It is
a place where one can enjoy himself immensely with all sorts of royal benefits and ambience; of
lavish food, fancy furniture, servants, finery, a beautiful garden to relax in, music etc. This n1nis a
mashal to the nxmMathat Hashem created for man. The Medrash writes that when Adam was
created Hashem took him personally on a tour to show to him how beautiful creation is and how
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there are so many different kinds of foods, vegetation, animals etc all for him to enjoy. How
wonderful it is that Hashem created and displayed so many colors in everything. The world would
have functioned fine with everything being formed with just two colors black and white But no
Hashem wanted Adam to enjoy this world and recognize Hashem's display of ultra and utmost chesed
to his creation. At the end of the tour Chazal say that Hashem told Adam As beautiful and balanced
that the world is which | created for your benefit , please make sure you don't ruin it.
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However, as Avraham gave a closer observation of the population living in this wonderful castle he
began to realize that this castle possesses a negative side to it as well called fire. He understood that
if one constantly indulges in the pleasures of the earth he himself will become earthly and burn the
neshmah that also dwells within him. If man is drawn to the sheker and darkness he will lose control
over the reins to his bodily cravings, and the earthliness that he indulges in will make him self
destruct and transform into a mere clod of earth without neshama. If he gravitates to spirituality and
emes then he will take from this world materialism for the purpose of furthering an intimate
relationship with his creator and elevate the world to a higher level. This is hinted to Hashem's
closing words to Adam 7'wun %p%pn 9Rwhose acronym is NNX the same acronym that is alluded to
in the end letters of the first three words of the Torah n'jpp7x X112 n'wix1a.

Avraham realized that the world is composed of a paradox, one that it gives pleasure and one that
through this pleasure it will bring destruction. Avraham therefore asked n1'an 2ua m who is the
owner creator of the world in order to receive from Him instructions how to safely journey and
navigate successfully through this life of a np721T N,

It was then that Hashem revealed himself to Avraham and said I¥I8n 72 7%. This n112 is not the final
destination. There is another world called Olam Habah where the ultimate of chesed through giving
reward will take place. This world is only a means and corridor to get entrance to the next world.
Therefore | am instructing you I¥I8N 17 17 leave yourself and your desire for earthliness. Cling to
me and my wishes and you will find both happiness and contentment in this world and even more so
in the next.

Hashem gives us the present of Shabbos in order to strengthen us to ensure that our spiritual GPS is
functioning properly. Shabbos which is 1/60 xan D%y |'un reminds us that this world is fleeting,
temporal, and serves only as a corridor to the Next World. Don't let your work become your
quicksand where one slowy sinks into earthliness and cannot climb out. 19 77 go to you. Who are
you really? You are essentially core neshama not body. You are created with a neshama in order to
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get eternal spiritual reward in Olam Haba. The letters of q%are also “9awhich Chazal say that
"everything" refers to Olam Habah for this world of the Fiery Castle is only for the purpose of
attaining Olam Habah (Baba Basrah 17b top). Hashem is telling Avraham that this is the real you the
neshama which will soon reside in Olam Habah with pleasures beyond anything in this world.

On Shabbos a Yid is aided in placing the letter Rwhich represents Hashem D071V 7w 1919xin the n1a
to make the word nNM2 a healthy creation. The word X121 means healthy and the letter n
symbolizes this world (Menachos 29b). If one indulges in too much physicality he will have a fallout
from the nby burning his neshama and warranting a tikkun in the fire of Gehenum. If the spirit of
Shabbos is preserved correctly then the gematria of np21T nN"M2 equals naw or. On Shabbos we
are ingnited with a heavenly fire that does not consume like we found in the episode (Shmos 3,2)
W21 W11 N20n the thorn bush is burning but it is not consumed. The gematriah of wNa wIA N1oN
1"nvequals naw. On Shabbos through Hashem's gift to us with the neshama yesairah we become
infused with emes and not the sheker of the castle.

This can be seen from the ending letters of Parshas Vayechulu which we say on Shabbos D'p7x 812
niwyuwhich spell nnNin the correct order. Creation as a whole is planted throughout with seeds of
nnreverywhere butitis hiding behind nature and you have to seek and toil to unscramble its letters.
However on Shabbos, the neshama yesairah spoon feeds us to the point that nnNscreams out.
One just has to open his eyes and see it glaring straight at him.

Gut Shabbos,

Rav Brazil




