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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS AIKEV 1"own

"DAVENING" — THE FATHER SON RELATIONSHIP

The passuk praises Yisrael amongst the nations by saying 'n> 'R DraNp 07K 17 YUK 712 12 ml
7N IR 702 11'7'7X there is no greater nation than Am Yisrael who possess a G-d that is closer to
them whenever they daven to Him. The act of davening to Hashem manifests our choosiness to Him.
This is alluded to in the words 17 "UNX which is gematriah 2"ny to n'7'9N IT. Our name 7XY' also
hints to this uniqueness with which we identify our supremacy above all the nations. 18w >"ny is
gematria 17 VWK including its five letters and also gematriah n'1"®n X'N. Being so, the topic of this
mamar is to reveal a new source of the word daven which is used to describe this three times a day
ritual that expresses our special relationship with Hashem. (the Chidah writes that it stems from the
Aramaic word [IN1IAXRT of our fathers the Avos who established tefillah Berachos 26b).

Bilam gave a bracha to Am Yisrael |1Dw' 17127 DV |0 Behold Am Yisrael is set apart from all the other
nations. As we mentioned above our uniqueness is found in our davening. This is also hinted in these
words |2¥' TTa%? Dy which is gematraih n'7*ona.

Why is it that when we daven Hashem answers us more than any other nation? The basic answer
is that our relationsip with Hashem is one that includes a father and son bond D>'j?7x 'n'7 bNX DA
which is in contrast to all the other nations who relate to Hashem only in the role of a servant before
the king. The Sefarim tell us that the Halacha is that a King cannot forgive someone who shames him
but a father can be 7nin on his kovod. When we have sinned against Hashem we daven in order to
arouse His rachmanus upon His children which is a parent's natural response to a child who cries
before his father n*7v NN |2 022 7 72X DNND. The meforshim learn that the word for womb nnn
shares the same letters as DN compassion because carrying and giving birth to a child creates a bond
of rachmanus from parent to child.

This father and son relationship is alluded to in the seemingly unnecessary word |n which introduced
the concept of [IDW' TT27 DV. The word |n is gematriah 55 the same as |2 AN and because of this
unparalleled relationship Hashem answers our tefillos.

Now we can understand the etymology of the word daven whose origin is really Lashon Hakodesh.
On the word |ax found in the passuk (Bereishis 49,24) Rashi comments that this word is split into two
|2 AX the letter A serving both the end of the word aX and the beginning of the word |a. The word
|AXT therefore means "of father and son". When one davens he must understand that the more
effort he invests in realizing that he relates to Hashem as a son pleading before his father, the more
compassion your Father will bestow upon you.

Chazal say on the passuk (Bamidbar 19,14) 7nXa nim' '> DX that the title DX refers specifically to
aJew DTR D" N DNXR. We suggest that this passuk is alluding to davening. The sefarim bring that the
inner letters of DTN which are bn N%T 97X spell P79nn to daven. Our uniqueness amongst the
nations is our davening. The words 2"ny '7axa nin' 3 adds up to n'7'9N. this conveys to us that we
must be moser nefesh, to "kill" ourselves in order to ensure that we daven properly, both in the
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halachos of tefillah and with one's heart and concentration even though at times it might be an
overwhelming challenge and struggle.
With this we can understand the passuk (Tehillim 44,230 or'n 73 22710 7"7v D every day | am killed
onyour behalf. That itis referring to tefillah. Afterwards | found that this interpretation on this passuk
is in the Tikunei Zohar
070NN 2'NDT KIN KT (WY) 'UNdN NNd 2201 RIN )2 RYTIRY (079N) 'NI7¥a ' apnn X ipna
7 TNY7 NNV [X¥D 112WN1 2'ND N79NN 1Y 7VT "IN NN2L [KXD N2WNI DM 7 min ' D A" T'n
NINY D 'O TV 21 'YIzA 1T D71V 12T DX X N79N0 NAND 'y 7y 1w 110n7 DTRN 11X Nnd
2"V (N '9) ‘Mt 1197 1T ATIAY ' NNd 1771 NNV [XYD wan
A support to the Zohar's interpretation is the gematriah of nI'a 73 nann " D equals n'719N.
The word 7nXa refers to "light" as the passuk says (lyuv 29,3) 'wx "2y 1M1 170a. One's davening
experience if executed correctly, should bring about the spread of spiritual neshama light
throughout one's body. This could be the reason why the minhag is to light candles by the amud for
davening in order to awaken a consciousness to the segulah of a proper tefillah from beginning to
end. This concept is alluded to in the beginning and end of Shemoneh Esrai. The Shemoneh Esrai
begins with the letter X from the name of Hashem 17X and ends with the letter o from the word
DI7w together the gematriah of 41 which is the same as 1.
The halachick requirement before the beginning of the Shemoneh Esari is to connect the beracha of
7MW 7R to TN without interruption even with the answering of |nX to the beracha of the Shatz.
The inner reason for this is that one should realize that a sincere davening which characterizes a
mesiras nefesh, brings the geulah by arousing rachmanus of the |2 aX relationship. The geulah at
Kerias Yam Suf was because Nachshon jumped into the water with mesiras nefesh and then the sea
split for all of Yisrael. Likewise through a devoted concentrated tefillah we bring the geulah. This is
also hinted in the first and last letters of the Shemoneh Esari nX. These two letters are the acronym
of our redeemers from galus. NnwN NN, '>TIN NOK, and finally N'wn 1N*2& who will spread the
light of Hashem throughout the world that we live in 2",
Rav Brazil,
Gut Shabbos



