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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS MISHPATIM T"9wn

TRANSFER OF POWER FROM NATION TO NATION

Chazal tell us that before Yisrael received the Torah, Hashem took it to the nation of Aisav
and asked them if they were interested to obtain it. They asked what is in its contents and
Hashem replied the prohibition of murder. They responded it is not for us, give it rather to
Yisrael. Then Hashem went to the nation of Yishmael and inquired from them if they were
interested to acquire the Torah and they too asked what is written inside and Hashem
answered the issur of committing adultery. They responded that this was overwhelmingly
difficult for them to observe it, rather give it to Yisrael. When Hashem asked Yisrael the same
question they responded with the words ynwial nwya we will comply and fulfill the demands
of the Torah and will listen to what it prescribes. Because of their devoted response Hashem
gifted Am  VYisrael the Torah accompanied by two crowns, one for nwya and the other for
ynwi which were placed on their heads by the malachim.

There are many questions that arise from this Aggadah. What changed from their initial
response of nWY1 'n M2T WX 75 NN ITN' DVN 7D 1yl (Shmos 19,8) that on the second
occasion (Shmos 24,7) they added ynwal nwy1? Furthermore, in their first response it says
NYYI ITN' DY 72 12V in contrast to their second response the word 1TN' together, was
omitted? Chazal state that in the second response of ynwal nwyl they preceded the word
of nNwyl of committing themselves to observe the Torah even prior to their hearing its
contents. Because of this supreme madraigah they received two crowns placed on their
heads. Why is that any different from their commitment of nwya alone which intrinsically
means that they committed to do whatever Hashem tells them unconditonally?

Let us delve into this Chazal and reveal the deeper meaning of what transpired with the giving
of the Torah. Hashem asked the nation of Aisav and Yishmael if they desired the Torah. Who
did Hashem address with his inquiry? Did they have prophets of which we are unaware? Did
He reveal Himself to them as He did to Am Yisrael? The sefarim tell us that Hashem went to
the angel of the nation who represents their essence and posed the question. The angel of
Aisav was the 78n0 and the angel of Yishmael was 2.

Now let us examine closely the names of the nations 1wy and 7Xynw'. The name Aisav
symbolizes action and a finished product. That was the reason why he was called the name
of 1wy for he was born with a mature and developed body, already "made". Yishmael
symbolizes the sense of hearing ynw and Avraham's tefillah in the naming his son was ynw!
27X Hashem should listen to the cries of tefillah. Each of the two nations possessed their
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unigue maalah and spiritual arsenal that could have enabled them to accept the Torah. They
are the power to hear the words of Hashem and to fulfill them. However, these inner
strengths were blocked from coming into fruition for they refused the offer. In describing
their names Chazal state o»y1om anPwym o°x1 o ninw their names are pleasant however their
derogatory deeds are despicable.

Upon Aisav and Yishmael's refusal to accept the Torah even though they possessed these two
strengths of n"wyi nymw, Am Yisrael received these strengths from them (some meforshim
learn that the two malachim gifted it to them for receiving the Torah instead of them). This
transfer of kochos ny'mwi n"wy is manifested in Yisrael's own declaration of ynwil nwya.
Not that without the nations' gifts of ynwal nwya they would not have accepted the Torah
on their own. They already declared nwya in the first scenario which includes this supreme
commitment of total unconditional subjugation to the Torah. Their nwya includes their nwya.
vnwal Rather, these attributes of Aisav and Yishmael were given to Yisrael in order to fortify
and supercharge their commitment to fulfilling and perpetuating the Torah.

The crowns that were placed on the heads of Yidden were the crowns, the spiritual attributes
that these malachim possessed representing their nations, nymwi n"wy.

This transference of power is hinted in (Tehillim 68 18)
D'77X N DY? D0 ORI DTX2 NN NNPY? 'AW Ny Dnn? n'y

You ascended the mountain (heavens) and took the Torah out of captivity. You took
presents with the title of DTX and even the D10, the ones who rebelled at the chait of the
Aigel were forgiven, and Yisrael were presented with a Mishkan in which Hashem will dwell
within (Rashi).

What presents did Moshe receive from the malachim on Har Sinai? According to the above
he received the powers of 7xno the malach of Aisav that of nwya, and those of 21NN the
malach of Yishmael the power of vnwa. This transfer of the driving force powers was in
order to deepen the [1¥1 of Klal Yisrael to hear and to fulfill the Torah even more than before.
This is alluded to in the gematriah of a1 78no which add up to [I¥1. It was these two
malachim who infused Yisrael with a greater "will" to cleave to Hashem. With this we can
interpret the word D10 NI in the passuk, to refer to the previous words instead of
connecting it only to the message that comes after it which is the way Rashi learned. These
two malachim of anN'78N0O have the acronym 1"0. The passuk conveys that even the D10,
these two leadership angels of the seventy nations gave presents to Moshe on behalf of Klal
Yisrael ynwil nuy.
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Now we can answer why the first time Yisrael just answered with nwya alone and only further
on did they say ynwil nwya? It was in the second time that Am Yisrael introduced the qualities
that they received as gifts from these separate malachim to serve as a supercharge to their
initial Nnwya that they committed on their own.

We can also now understand why when Yisrael first said nwya it was accompanied with the
word ITN' together (Yisro 19,8). This is in contrast to our parsha when Yisrael said nwy)
ynwal omitting the word 1TN'. The answer is that when they first said nwyi on their own
initiative, the Torah also described the unity component as well just as its says Ta1 78w N
2NN and Chazal say TNR 272 TR W'RD. This is all in their initiative. The second statement of
ynwal nwyawas imported from the 2anN1'78n0 of Aisav and Yishmael where acdus amongst
themselves is non existent. Therefore to let us know the origin of the second statement and
not that Yisrael were correcting or adding to their initial statement of nwy), the Torah omitted
the midah of achdus because only Yisrael has the true yaxa TnX '12.

This is also the very reason why they said nwya1 before ynwa. It is not because the first nwya
did not show that they said nwyi without even hearing what they were committing to. The
word Nnwyl1 even without ynwa sends the same message. Rather the message of the nwwa
ynwil in the second scenario is relating to the gift that was given to them which came in that
order. That Hashem first asked Aisav and Aisav said give it to Yisrael for they could use my
name sake n"wy. Only after Aisav, Hashem then went to Yishmael and asked him to accept
the Torah and with his refusal he gave to Yisrael his name sake nymuw. As the passuk says
Devarim 33,2 [AXD 1NN Y'9IN N7 A'ywn NITI X2 1'on .

One might wonder why did Hashem orchestrate in the first place a transfer from nwya of
Yisrael to the ynwil nwya of Aisav and Yishmael? We can answer this with the question of
Tosfos why did Hashem pick up Har Sinai over their heads and deliver the ultimatum that if
they will not accept the Torah they will perish. Tosfos asks but they already demonstrated
their willingness to accept the Torah by saying ynwil nwyl and there was no purpose to
coerce them to do so. Tosfos answers that their acceptance was weak and missing a 100%
commitment. In the Medrash (Bamidbar Rabba 7,4) Chazal write that Hashem told Moshe
that their commitment was weak for after only 40 days they will have already worshipped the
Aigel.

According to this mamar we could answer that for this reason alone Hashem orchestrated
that Am Yisrael should receive a super charge in their ynwil nwyl which was strengthened
through the crowns that they were given by these two nations.
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This also answers why did Hashem ask these angels if they wanted to accept the Torah when
He knew that in essence it was an impossible fit. The answer we can give is that Hashem
wanted them to refuse and thereby gift Yisrael with their two attributes of vnwial nwya ..
This was in order that Yisrael will have more tenacity to uphold and preserve the Torah and
Mitzvos.

When we sing zemiros on Shabbos day we say TRXD INNX ynwll nwyl TN' N2 071D 1INl
N> QU7 NN N2 TR N 11 INNoL.. What is the connection between NNk ynwil nwya
TNXD and the ending N> qu'7 NN N2? The answer is found in our explanation. That the
reason why Hashem orchestrated that we should receive the forces of xynw 1wy to say

ynwil nwyl is because our initial acceptance was flawed somewhat and we will need a
booster of strength to persevere without falling. Hashem's act of transferring those kochos to
us was an example of N> qu'7 NN,
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